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Satya Pal Thakore
November 22, 1934 - December 27, 2018

Satya Pal Thakore passed away suddenly on Thursday December 27th, 2018 at the age of 84. He
will be missed by many, but none more than his wife of nearly 54 years, Sneh, his sons Sanjeev

and Amit, his daughters-in-law, Moira and Cindy, and his grandchildren Madison-Richa,
Brianna-Asha, Bryce-Rishi, Jacob and Jamie.

Born in India on November 22nd, 1934, he was one of 7 children in his family and he lived his
life without compromise for his adventurous 84 years.

Satya and Sneh settled outside of London, UK during the early years of their marriage and his
career started with a job at British Airways where he took full advantage of his newfound access
to travel the world. Soon after their move to London, they had their first child, Sanjeev.

After visiting Montreal for Expo in 1967, the family thirst for adventure once again took hold
and they moved to High Park and he attended the University of Toronto to obtain his teaching
degree.

With degrees in hand, the family once again uprooted to Manitoulin Island in Northern Ontario.
Satya and Sneh began their teaching careers in the aboriginal community of Wikwemikong
where they had their second child, Amit.

Satya continued to teach in Wiky for over a decade while the family moved to nearby
Manitowaning. While Manitoulin Island bore little if any resemblance to his homeland in India,
he was undaunted in looking to experience life from yet another perspective. He quickly learned

af 16, 3% 62 -3 2019
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that the key to social integration on the island was found in keeping his doors open to all and
obsessively watching Hockey Night in Canada. He even went so far as to annually build an
outdoor rink at his house, to the delight of his children and everyone else in Manitowaning. This
led to a terribly short, but successful, career as a minor hockey coach despite a profound inability
to skate.

After a short stay in Wiarton, Ontario, Satya and Sneh left their teaching careers behind for yet
another adventure. The family returned to Toronto, this time settling in Scarborough to open an
Indian grocery store. As with everything he did, he went all in to ensure this next stage of his
adventure was a success. The family ran the business for over a decade which provided the
opportunity to re-connect with their roots and integrate into a number of cultural and social
initiatives.

The family eventually sold the grocery store and Satya and Sneh entered retirement. True to
form, this was yet another excuse to continue their adventurous ways. Free from the demands of
running a business, they could once again travel and set off globe-trotting, which always
included an annual trip to India to reconnect with family and friends. At home, they devoted
themselves to cultural groups in their community and their growing family.

At each stop along the way, Satya sought to gain every experience he could, which he knew
meant embracing and learning from those around him. He committed himself to his communities
which led to lasting friendships across the globe. He valued each of those friendships even as he
moved on to different places and adventures.

In lieu of flowers, the family would be grateful if you could make a donation to the Heart and
Stroke Foundation. Should you wish, donations can be made using the 'Make a Donation' tab
below.

O TR Ue T foamsdt = S &re g 0 o157 it ArasiH1 st e-agisie -

| wanted to first thank everyone for coming today to celebrate the life of my dad together. And
also to those who could not attend but have shared their kind thoughts with us over the last few
days.

My dad was a principled man whose adherence to principles defined him throughout his life. He
believed in punctuality, a one handed backhand in tennis, and the nutritional benefits of lentils. |
stand before you a living embodiment of his failure in those regards.

Dad loved tennis. When | was 5, he taught me the game. Backhands were a challenge which 1
overcame by simply switching hands with my racket so that | would have two forehands. | was
actually quite good at it and it kept our rallies going for a while. The disappointment he exhibited
haunts me to this day. | later compensated by developing a reliable two handed backhand.
Bearing in mind this was the early 80’s but I’d like to think I brought him some joy by being the
daughter he never had.

af 16, 3F 62 -3 2019
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Dad was more successful at instilling other virtues. He wasn’t one for rationalizations or
ambiguity. There was a right way to do things and if you approach life with the required respect
for honesty, you knew it. Anything short of that was, to him, simply an excuse.

Inexperience or unfamiliarity was not an impediment to Dad. He was fearless. As you may
know, my dad ran for every conceivable political office during our time in Toronto. | can say
without hyperbole that he was extremely successful at securing the votes of all eligible voters
within the household. The broader community posed a greater challenge.

Underlying all of Dad’s actions was his unwavering desire to provide for and support us. My
brother and | grew up on Manitoulin Island. It was an era before cable television reached the
island and we were limited to three channels. We were able to read the Toronto Star provided we
were satisfied with getting Thursday’s paper on Friday morning. Come wintertime, the options to
keep the idle hands of children busy largely whittled down to one thing, hockey.

Dad knew what he had to do. Despite not having a clue how to do it, every winter he would be
out in the dead of night carving out the banks and standing with a garden hose to make an
outdoor rink for Sanjeev and | along with all of our friends. Then he would spend the rest of the
winter making sure Mom had a bucket of salted boiling water to address the inevitable frostbite
sufferers making their way inside.

When it came time to leave Manitoulin Island, Dad faced staunch opposition from a bratty 7
years old with a remarkably well thought out plan to be left behind to live off the bounty of the
Manitoulin wilderness. Dad did not shrink in the face of this challenge and the bratty 7 years old
was packed away with all of the other family belongings and set off for Wiarton.

Wiarton was lovely. We lived in a beautiful home on the main street which, for those of you who
care to visit, has now become a balloon store. But Dad faced a dilemma. Sanjeev would soon be
off to university. For other families, this natural progression of life would simply play out by
shipping Sanjeev off wherever he may wish and converting his bedroom to a playroom for their
adorable other child. But that was not Dad. He simply would not consider sending his son off to
school without his family being there to support him.

Some might say leaving a career he had to that point dedicated his life to, and incidentally came
with a steady pay-cheque and weekends and summers off, behind in favour of uprooting the
family to open a business with no actual business experience, all in the course of one summer,
was, well, crazy. I honestly don’t think a doubt ever entered Dad’s mind that this was the right
thing to do. Even in the face of vociferous opposition from a bratty 8 years old with an unhealthy
fondness for groundhogs, Dad remained unphased.

Dad worked every day in that store to make sure that Mom, Sanjeev and | had everything we
needed to thrive. No matter what it meant, he would make any and every sacrifice needed to be
there for us.

There are a lot of things | can say about my dad but most important to me is that | want to say
thank you to him. Thank you for providing for us. Thank you for being an example of the person

| continue to strive to be both in my own life and as a father to my two kids. Thank you for the
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life you’ve allowed me to live through your dedication, hard work and sacrifice. | love you Dad.
Thank you.

A sreeeit ue O fareft & wia a2 q asita o137 it qrasfie sirsefr-rgisiie -

Sub se pahley, hum sub ko bahut-bahut shukriaa bolna chahte hain aaj ke lie. Hamari Hindi
bahut jada achchi nahi hai aur phir yahan bahut se English speaking log bhi hain, islie hum
English me bol rahe hain.

For those that did not understand my Hindi, | apologize but | wanted to say a few words in
Hindi, as broken as it is, for dad. For those that may not understand my English as | try and
speak of my father, | am sorry, but Is probably easier to understand my English than my Hindi.

First of all, thank you very much to everyone from all of us, Mom, Amit, myself and Dad. Thank
you for being there for our family, not only today, not just the past week, but all the other times.
Thank you for allowing dad to be a part of your lives as much as ours and | know he appreciated
that. Grieving is difficult enough but the love, friendship and support you all have shown has
helped us tremendously in dealing with our loss. | would be remiss if I did not say thank you to
my family for your love and everything you have done and still do for me, especially in this
trying time. |1 know | have not been the easiest to deal with over the past few days, you may say
longer than that, but you have all been there for me as you always have. | am sorry for making
this about me at times as | know it is as difficult for you but thank you. Family is the essence of
life and I am so lucky to be with you. Moira, Madison, Brianna and Bryce, thank you from the
bottom of my heart.

Dad, while your body has left us, your spirit will never leave us. Not only that, there is a bit of
you in both of Amit and I. Many of you have seen through the pictures during the viewing the
resemblance between my brother and pictures of my father in his earlier days. Dad, you also
graced Amit with your height, and to me you gave me your belly. It’s been 53 years and I’'m still
trying to slim down and | have to say, | would have preferred the height instead. You had a love
for world politics which is another trait you passed on to Amit. As for me, you decided that we
would share your hair, or lack thereof. One thing that you passed on to me and not Amit was a
rebirth of your minor hockey coaching career. | was all excited to talk about it but Amit, you
lessened my ability to boast a little about that when you mentioned Dad’s profound inability to
skate in your memorial to him. As | read that line, my son Bryce, who unfortunately has had me
as his coach for the past couple of years, just shook his head and chuckled, now I get it dad, that
explains a lot. You’re just like grandpa, you can’t skate very well either.

| remember talking to Dad back then why he coached because he never played the game. He said
to me back then that it was not about the hockey, he was teaching us about life and working hard
and what it took to be a successful team. He said that 1 would not understand what he was trying
to do back then, but hopefully I would when | was older, and if | did or any of the other players
on they did, then he was successful. Dad, you were successful. Your coaching was an extension
of your career as a teacher. You helped shape the lives of many kids throughout the years. While
not everyone turned out the way you may have hoped or wanted, they all respected you and as




they grew older, understood what you did and what you were trying to do, and that is all that
matters.

One of my father’s greatest strengths was his patience. Bhangwanji only knows how much Amit
and | tested his patience over the years growing up. We pushed the limit and | know he was
frustrated a few times, whose kidding who, quite a few times, but he never waivered and stayed
patient. So mom, Amit and | would like to take some credit for helping dad develop his skill of
being patient.

Our father was a man of simplicity, and | mean that in the most honourable way. He was never
about the flash and have the best things in life, it was about living a good life and making sure
everyone else was taken care of. If you needed anything, he would do his best to try and help out.
If he did not have it, he would do his best to work with others to make sure you got what you
needed. Sacrificing something of his own to ensure you had what you needed was never an issue
for him. That earned him the respect of man which also another one of his great traits.

When I speak of his simplicity, | am referring to a few things. He would say, | am who | am and
you either like me for it or you don’t. I am not going to pretend to be someone else just so you
like me. He would speak to you in a very straight forward manner and never really sugar coated
anything.

You would often say when Bhagwanji says it is my time, it is my time. You never feared it,
rather embraced it an lived life to the fullest. You taught us to enjoy life at all times as you never
know when our time may come. While that may not have worked for others, it was something |
grew up with and understood. They are words that | live by now, and truly respect.

For dad it was about others. If people tried to praise him, he would deflect it to others and if was
criticism, he would take it upon himself to shelter others from it. | could say so much more about
how great a person my father was but won’t. Main reason being that he would not want that and |
will respect his wishes.

Bhagwanji, | just want to warn you about one thing about dad. He can snore with the best of
them!! As he will be with you soon, and | know Bhagwanji that you have a solution for
everything, but good luck with that.

Dad, I would switch places with you in a heartbeat right now because you are the type of person
this world needs more of. | can only hope to give back to my family and friends what you have
given us. You have provided me with love, guidance, support, and the best father one could ever
ask for. | thank you for it and I love you for it. I only wish that | had another opportunity to say
that to you and that your grandchildren could have had you in their lives for so much longer, but
| know they will cherish the time they spent with you and were lucky enough to have.

This is not goodbye dad as you will never leave us. | still will look to you to guide me through
difficult times that lie ahead and help steer me down the right path as you always have. | know
you will always be there for us.
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Instead of goodbye, | will end with one of your favourite sayings that all of your family and
friends have come to know from you:
Ram Ram Ji.

o sreeeiT ue O grereft & wia, gt d-aiEat - Suar arem s, aree w1 oo,
SThel BTEE, SHT STFT — T HIH AT T AW Al Heodl a1 G AEST Fgar s
qanrT el F S qeagR-wd ATasi sttwefRE- i -

Grandparents are the type of people who are just always there. Whether it is a school assignment,
holiday or just a quick visit to say hi, to grandchildren - they are a display of endless love and
support,

Losing our grandpa has not been easy, but the impact he had on us as grandchildren, and on our
father, will ensure his character and spirit lives on for a long time to come. Our grandpa was a
strong-willed man. He had his routines and beliefs and that’s just how it was. When we came
over, you without a doubt could find him in the same chair in the family room. It was amazing to
see how he lit up when we would arrive, jJumping up ready to give us a big hug.

His love and compassion for others was evident not only for his family, but for everyone around
him. Whether it was friends or a neighbour, a conversation was had. They may have been simple,
but they were meaningful.

One of the most heartwarming parts of this entire process is witnessing how loved he was by his
family, friends and community. We, as a family and especially my grandma, have been showered
with love and support. The same love and support he showered each of us with during his time
here.

While I can only wish we had more time with him, 'm so thankful for every moment we were
able to spend with our grandpa. From hockey games, gardening in the backyard, watching him
interact with my young cousins to the evident pride he showed in each of us... every moment is
now a treasured memory. Grandpa — we miss and love you.

TEAT o TN § AAHEAH STHL ATgd il ATCHT o T 3TT0T TGIAATSA ol U ST A12d & T
FT HSTIT TE H 37 T ST Farehy srequor epsr=anait it grarawiterf,

= o
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AT g Tl §9 ¢4 3TEq &l AT 0l Tqa=dT H7 IAT AT Agl AATAT.” FIATh Tq T 991 9,
S & § T =T HFF G K w@qg9qs aq1 A7, § GF-0q Fa e =7 g9 &7 71 &7 =y F@aqr
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T, WY ICACAl | QTEret A d@-4@ HAT o7, e g9 A H AR w oET 91 a9
THATALTAT (vgall & TFs TAT 9T, graAlieh d37 TA FA1 | Tgar o1, § 09 Fgani
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UHAT-SAGSAT I GATHT HA. T 3T I [0aT9 9T, T AT, TEIT % dwad § Jq9ar &
FTLOT FHIUF Tl AT AET AT, o] AT i THAT &F Al o086l TFY0T Tgvg STAHEAT HUF il
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G TS TIET 9T SATT A, ST ATAT § dg &THE Aaqreli, S8 q7¢ 2.0, e ud &+l
TS, T, A2 REaroft, ST, U930, A0 Ud 7 R Sqrsl §; TE@ Aqar a1
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Ao 3FTeT § HNEST 7 FFT, FHT ATGH 9T U (GUaT o T 8. Ad H7 [aerere
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g &1 § Fg AIaar 7 SAHI TR (AT, AT dTehl ge qTrheare fSarara & s 3I2T.
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IS H FHT I 0 A, FLHT 6 7 ST 7 TEaeer ATaaT 7 97 FA7% Seaie TI=T 0%
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